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ANNEX 2

Summary of Comments Received during Consultation

	Respondent
	Support proposal
	Comments
	Officer Comments

	Roundway resident
	Yes
	No reasons given.

Would like yellow lines along the Roundway, as the parked vehicles cause poor visibility and make it dangerous. Was effective during the road works, and McDonalds have their own car park.
	Parking restrictions would need a separate consultation once a decision on the access gap has been made. 

	Risinghurst and Sandhills Parish Council
	Yes
	Sympathise with concerns of local traders but feel safety comes first.

The opened access would cause many problems, with vehicles crossing up to three traffic lanes.

The bus lane traffic lights allow the buses to come through at speed, which would be hard to judge.

Has been a noticeable improvement with safer driving along London Road slip (service) road.

Would like to see traffic lights at the Collinwood Road junction.
	Agreed.

Agreed. 

All buses will be changing lane from the nearside bus lane to lane 2 for Oxford. The speed limit is 30mph, but vehicles will generally be travelling more slowly on approach to the signals.

Re-opening the gap could prejudice this improvement.

This junction has a high accident rate and we are committed to considering signalisation at an appropriate time in the future.

	Oxford Bus Company
	Yes
	Have viewed it as a dangerous and unnecessary access for a long time.

Real risk of a serious accident if the gap were re-opened.
	Noted.

Agreed.



	Arriva Shires Bus Company
	Yes
	A dangerous situation could possibly occur with vehicles pulling out across fast moving traffic.

Drivers using the access gap may believe that all A40 traffic is halted by the bus lane signals, and be surprised by a bus continuing along the nearside lane.
	Agreed.

This is possible, although drivers will not be able to see the signals themselves.

	Green Road resident
	Yes
	Traffic volumes on Green Road have remained the same.

Speeding occurs along Green Road, requested traffic calming measures.

The re-opened gap would cause significant danger to road users.

Green Road will become a rat run. 
	There is contradictory opinion of traffic volumes on Green Road.

Advised to contact Area office.

Agreed.

It is possible that vehicles will avoid a queue from the Eastern Bypass on to the roundabout by heading northwards along Green Road and out of the gap.

	Ridgeway Road resident
	Yes
	No reasons given.
	Noted

	Thames Valley Police
	Yes
	Road safety could be compromised if the gap were to be opened.
	Agreed.

	OCC Public Transport Development
	Yes
	About 26 buses an hour use the bus lane, and heavy flow of general traffic turning left towards Eastern Bypass.

If the gap were to allow vehicles into the service road, this would be a very dangerous manoeuvre.
	All of these vehicles will be switching lanes after the bus lane signal.

Agreed. Vehicles making a tight turn into the gap from the A40 would present a hazard to the buses and the free-flowing traffic using the Eastern Bypass slip lane, which is not controlled by signals. It has always been the intention to prohibit vehicles from turning into the service road if the decision is made to re-open the gap although this would rely on effective enforcement and could be open to abuse.

	OCC Road Safety
	Yes
	No accidents here in the last five years, but layout is significantly different. Previously traffic slowed at roundabout but now flows directly on to Eastern Bypass at higher speeds and greater risk.
	Agreed.

	London Road resident
	-
	Inclined to agree about safety concerns. Some drivers leaving McDonalds may be finishing their “refreshments” and not concentrating on traffic.

Gap could be opened to shop delivery lorries only.
	Agreed.

This is not feasible as all drivers could use the exit.

	Green Road resident
	No
	Increased volume of traffic [on Green Road] due to gap being closed. Vehicles would not have to return along the road if the gap was open.

Emerging on to the A40 would be less dangerous now than before the roundabout redesign.
	Opening the gap would eliminate some journeys along the service roads, but other journeys would be generated and the service roads could be used as rat-runs.

Prior to the redesign, traffic on all lanes slowed on approach to the roundabout. Vehicles heading for the Eastern Bypass can now continue without slowing.

	McDonalds
	No
	Has a petition of 1683 names in support of re-opening the gap.

There is an increased traffic flow on the Roundway.

Would like a traffic survey to be carried out.
	Noted.

Opening the gap would not necessarily reduce the traffic on the Roundway as more journeys may be generated.

A survey of local roads has been ordered and results will be available at the meeting.

	Green Road resident
	No
	Should be opened to help the shops trade.

Traffic in Green Road has doubled since the gap was closed.
	Noted.

There is contradictory opinion of traffic volumes on Green Road.

	Green Road resident
	No
	Volume of traffic on Green Road has increased alarmingly and travels at frightening speed.

Lorries and coaches ignore the 7.5t weight limit.

Shops on the Roundway have suffered due to restricted access.

Would like McDonalds to be closed to reduce local traffic.
	There is contradictory opinion of traffic volumes on Green Road.

Delivery lorries serving local businesses are exempt from weight restrictions.

Noted.

Noted.

	Manager of Motorbooks (8 Roundway)
	No
	The closed gap has been curtailing custom.

Re-opening the gap would assist the lorries that deliver to the other shops.

Not closed for safety reasons as there are lights on the approach.
	Noted.

Lorries coming into the Roundway from London Road would need to execute a difficult and potentially dangerous turn to exit via the gap.

The lights referred to are the bus lane signals, which stop general traffic but allow buses through in the nearside lane.

	Manager of Headington News (3 Roundway)
	No
	Affecting local businesses and causing traffic in the local area.

Has a petition to reopen the gap with 100s of signatures.
	Noted. 

Noted.

	Green Road resident
	No
	Volume of traffic along Green Road has increased considerably. Narrow road and heavily parked.

Access to/from the shops is more difficult and trade is down. Would be a disaster for the area if any businesses were forced to close.

Considers that egress through gap would be safer than with previous roundabout layout as flow controlled by traffic lights.
	There is contradictory opinion of traffic volumes on Green Road.

Noted. Business closures could result from many factors other than the access gap.

The nearside lane in the new layout is not controlled by traffic lights but allows the free flow of traffic on to the Eastern Bypass.
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